Spring 2007                                                                 Newsletter No. 6

     Friends of the froth blowers

Peterborough Past

      It  seems an age since     but child-unfriendly (there      Fittleworth Fare
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a  select  group of  FOFB     was  a   time  when   ‘child’ 

members   were   touring     could  have  been  omitted)

Peterborough’s       long-      Palmerston:  one that sells 

lost   pubs  -  in  the hope     at least ten interesting ales

that  one  might  be open      by  my  favourite  form  of

and  selling a pint of ‘old      dispense – direct  from the

and unusual’.                         barrel.  It was here  that  I 

      Setting off at 0830hrs      drank  my  second  pint  of 

by chauffeuse-driven car      the  day,  three hours after     No. 0 Vat :  The Swan
from Birmingham meant     quaffing the first. 

that I  was  tucking into a         Despite the beauty of my        It is my intention to  

Wetherspoon    breakfast     second and third pints,  the   take my wife  to  lunch 

followed by a pint of well-    fact  that  the  Coalheavers   at Bert’s  No. 0  Vat on

kept beer at mid-morning    Arms  had  a forty – barrel   Saturday, 7th July,  2007.
 - not my usual regime.         festival in full swing meant   This should be a  place

    However, it stood me in    that  I   could   continue  to   of   pilgrimage    for  all

good  stead  for  the  short    drink   from    the    barrel:  FOFB’s   as  it  contains 

stroll past Peterborough’s    Dark Star was the  obvious   in   its    well-preserved

Past,     well - documented     choice.                                    visitors’  books   signat-

with fascinating  details of        As Rick and I had to get   ures of most of the main

death and deviance by the     to Oakham by 1800hrs we   actors in the  Froth Blo-

Secretary of the  PHS,  the    left  in  time  to get evicted   wer story. Added to this 

redoubtable    Steve   Will-    from  Charters  Bar  ( sus-   is the fact  that,  in con-

iams.                                        pected Rochdale fans) and    sultation with me, their

    Undeterred by the pres-    grab a swift pint of JHB in    advisor  recommended

ence in the party of one or    the  Brewery  Tap,   before   the Swan  for  inclusion

two  Froth Blowers  below    entraining to Oakham and    in Camra’s list of pubs  

the age of consent,   drink-    the Grainstore Tap. A pint   ‘of historic interest’.

wise,  we  left  behind   the    of Cooking seemed a fitting   Consequently, a brown 

ghosts  of  earlier drinkers    end to a fine  day  -  despite   plaque adorns the wall 

to  take  lunch  – solid and     seriously affecting my navi-  by  the  main entrance 

liquid in the back room  of    gational skills.                         to the pub containing a

a   nearby,  child - friendly       My  thanks  to  Ann,  the   brief description of the

hostelry.                                   driver,   and  to  Professor   Ancient Order of Froth

    What  had  to  be  eaten     Williams, the organiser.      Blowers and its founder.

was eaten,  what had to be                                                      Arrival: 1300hrs

drunk   was   drunk,    and                                                     Lunch:  1330hrs
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what  did  not  have  to  be                                                     All welcome !

said was said.                                                                           R. S. V. P.

    At this point your scribe,                                                   finwood40@btinternet. com                                                      

co-conspiritor   and   Steve                                                    0121 308 1515

the Vatman ( i.e.  he scours                                                    Saturday, 7th July,  2007
London   for  extant  Vats )                                                      

formed   a  splinter – group                                                    2nd Annual Reunion
to   visit    the   unmissable,      The Coalheavers Arms         see overleaf   
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 FRIENDS OF THE FROTH BLOWERS[image: image2.jpg]


 

    SECOND ANNUAL REUNION

                          On Saturday the 15th of September 2007

                                                 convening in the

               Frothblowers Arms, Milford Street, Salisbury, Wilts.

                                                             at

                                                       NOON

                    To be followed by a light luncheon

                                            in the 

     RED LION HOTEL, Milford Street, Salisbury, Wilts,

               the proprietor of both - Mike Maidment - being the grandson

                    of an original froth blower and a major collector of artefacts.

Approximate times:

1200hrs        Frothblowers Arms opens

1201hrs        Friends of the Froth Blowers order pints from the barrel

                     “Shoot your linen, Blowers!”

1202hrs        First fines (pints-all-round) for the those missing cuff-links

1300hrs        Repair to the Red Lion - a walk of 30yds

1305hrs        Peruse menu and order individually

1315hrs        Display artefacts, take photographs, eat , drink and be edified

1500hrs        Strains of “The More We Are Together” might be heard in the land

1600hrs        Early leavers may wish to depart

1700hrs        General disintegration of party

Please send cheque to D. Woodhead as an earnest of your intention to attend:

£10 per person, returned on arrival (put towards expenses if you do not arrive)

Contacts:

D. Woodhead:    finwood40@btinternet.com
17 Four Oaks Road, Sutton Coldfield, West Midlands, B74 2XP.  Tel. 0121 308 1515

Red Lion Hotel:  reception@the-redlion.co.uk  Tel. 01722 323334

Early booking for overnight stays in the area advised

   LUBRICATION IN MODERATION

