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Bert’s Booklets 

Over the years I have collected or seen a repre-sentative cross-section of Bert’s booklets - from a view of the one, of 16 pages, he sent to the British Library, dated 1925 and numbered in the 2,000s, to No. 677319. Here are some interesting (I hope) extracts from them.
Dates refer to Fripp’s letters of thanks.
No. 29198: May 20th, 1926 – 18 pages

£1,000 profit (£400 received by Fripps)

membership – cartoon – insurance – Observandum – AOFB’s London Calling – Lubrication in Moderation – Froth Blowers’ Anthem - General Information – Our Pennants Are Ready - Tornado’s Screed – Blaster’s Screed – Thanks for your Dollar.
No page of Vats or Rules for them.
          1     recruit          “Blower”

        25     recruits        “Blaster”

      100     recruits        “Tornado”

in anticipation –

      500     recruits        “Monsoon”

   1,000     recruits        “Grand Typhoon”
No.44252: September, 1926 – 22 pages:
£2,000 profit; all received by Fripps.
Extra pages: Rules for Vats – First 19 Vats
[image: image1.jpg]As our dear old British journals are refusing British brewers’ advertisements
and are specialising in razor-blades, motor-cars, tooth paste, fountain pens, etc.,
from America, we are prepared to accept suitable publicity matter extolling the virtues
of British beer and cyder. BlowerNo. 0 is open to write the adverts free, with a punch
in them, One hundred guineas to the ‘' Wee Waifs” Fund will secure a full page
in this booklet for ithe year. /

55,000 registered Froth Blowers are interested and thirsty. And they will lovally

support advertisers.



No. 71180: October 15th, 1926 – 22 pages
£3,000 profit (£2,000 to Fripp)

[image: image2.jpg]Our 20,000th Member is now enrolled and all of the work apart
from recruiting has been willingly done by Blower No. 0 (Bert
Temple) and the Gentle Zephyr (Miss Dorothy Roper). The
Ancient Order is now growing so amazingly that Sir Alfred Fripp
has sanctioned the deduction of One Penny from each Subscrip-
tion towards the payment of clerical assistance. The Honorary
secretarial work is too much for the present staff of two persons
to handle expeditiously and do their own job of work as well.
This is the only organization charge made.



First 32 Vats – including Tientsin & Patagonia
   2,000   recruits     “Cloudburst”
No. 153491: December 24th, 1926 – 30 pages
£10,000 profit; all received by Fripps.
Extra pages: Auto Outings For Bairns – The New AOFB Tie – News For The Angelic Order of Fairy Belles – Balance Sheet (£16,000 collected; £5,406 profit)  - 2 more pages of Vats (c. 175) – FOX TROT (i.e. ‘Anthem’: 100,000 copies sold in two weeks) – Bass ‘advert’/puzzle
+ Special Ranks (all over 3,000 members)

This   membership   booklet,  belonging   to 
F. L. White of 51, Seymour Rd, Southfields, 
S. W. 18, contained a list of Vat members:

293963 to 293974 – Day, Hurry, Shaddick, Edwards, Woodley, Bowman, Burnett, Greer, Smith, Knight, Coole, Thornton-Smith

312886 to 312892 – Jones, Foster, Saunders, Herington, Keeler, Johns, Hucker

405416 to 405418 – Rose, Heald, Hennings

441701 to 441703 – Elliott, Unwin, Miss O. Pettifer
No. 215392: December 24th, 1926 – 30 pages
£13,000 profit (£10,000 received by Fripps) 

[image: image3.jpg]OUR BELOVED CHIEF

SIR ALFRED FRIPP,

K.C.V.0.. C.B.. M.S.. F.R.CS,

FROTH BLOWER No, 1

CROSSED THE GREAT DIVIDE

ON FEBRUARY 26TH. 1930.

AGED 64 YEARS.

TENS OF THOUSANDS OF HAPPY MEMORIES
MARK HIS PASSAGE.

secretary of Ye Ancient Order can raise the X100,000 cheer.
God bless you all. (Signed) ALFRED D. FRIPP, Froth Blower No. 1.
For Booklets and Regalia apply (with subscription) to:
BERT TEMPLE, A.0.F.B. No. 0, Se«.,
145, Gheapside, London, E.C.2.
IMPORTANT.—In future no Booklets c:

‘This saves time, posta:

be obtained without previous setilement,
ind financial forgetfulness.

Booklets written and copyrizhted by B. T.
DON’T GIVE YOUR SUB. TO A STRANGER.
Make Cheques out to ** A.0.F.B. No. 0.”
Telegrams. * FROTHBLOWA, CENT, LONDON,”



No. 271141: December 24th, 1926 – 34 pages
£16,000 profit (£10,000 received by Fripps)
‘£6,000 has since been handed over, Jan. 31st.’

Extra pages: Badge of Ye Angelic Order of Fairy Belles – 7 pages of Vats (c. 400)
No. 371296: December 24th, 1926 - 34 pages

£20,000 profit (£10,000 received by Fripps)
‘£10,000 has since been handed over, Feb. 24th.’
Membership booklet of J. T. Moore of Dixon’s Green, Dudley, ‘Rec./’ written by The Gentle Zephyr or The Welcome Breeze and stamped ‘17MAR 1927’ -  purchased by me while in a second-hand bookshop in Ironbridge in 1995.

No. 464286: December 24th, 1926 – 34 pages

£30,000 profit (£10,000 received by Fripps)

‘£10,000 has been handed over, Feb. 24th’         
Bert has only had time to change the profit figure and Sir Alfred’s letter is unchanged.

No. 542386: April 1st, 1927 – 64 pages

£50,000 Guineas profit (£30,000 received by Fripps)
Extra pages: Heath Robinson cartoon – Amiable Order of Faithful Bow-Wows – Income & Expenditure Account (9/12/24 to 28/2/27 Income: £76,620 7s 8d; Profit £26,685 18s 11d) – Statement of the Receipts of Sir Alfred Fripp (1/2/26 to 28/2/27: £21,047 12s 9d) … and disposal thereof – A Portrait of the Pint Pot (Ashtead) – The AOFB Plaque – ‘McEwan spurns the Whisky’ – 30 pages of Vats (c. 1,700) – The Virtues of Beer – Our Official Organ
+ ‘The Wee Puff’ – Miss Winifred Kingaby

No. 605602: August 19th, 1927 – 68 pages
£60,000 profit; all received by Fripps            
Account (1/3/27 to 22/6/27 Profit: £27,900 5s 9d Disbursed in this period £14,292 16s 7d) 
Extra pages: 37 pages of Vats (c. 2,200)

+ new adverts: Try the Pipes –Toilet Articles
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No. 667516:
No. 677319: 
[image: image5.jpg]Thanks for your Dollar OLD SPORT !

U.S.A. and CANADA $1.30

The Froth Blowers, Fairy Belles and Bow Wows
have definitely handed
Sir ALFRED FRIPP, K.C.V.0., C.B., M.S.,, F.R.C.S,
£80,265

and in addition over £8,000 has been collected
locally and similarly distributed by enthusiastic
members (Grand Total £88,265). As the
5/- subscription is for life, donations or other
voluntary contributions from old members are
gladly welcomed so that the work can continue,
these are handed to Sir ALFRED FRIPP
(Frothblower No. 1) without deductions of any
sort whatsoever to be used at his discretion for
the Benefit of his Wee Waifs.

Your kelp is appreciated " GET MORE BLOWERS.”
19 Portland Place, London, W.1.

To the Secretary of the ANCIENT ORDER OF FROTH BLOWERS le. No. 0,
—  D:arNo.0,

Please convey to all our chesry Fairy Belles, and Froth Blowers my cordial
greetings and also my sincere thanks for their continued enthusiasm for my Wee
Waif Charities, The eighty thousand pounds which you have entrusted to the care
of Lady Fripp and myself are helping to make A.| citizens of many thousands of
British youngsters » will be a happy day for me when you as the founder and
secretary of Ye An: Order can raise the £100,000 cheer,

God bless you all. (Signed) ALFRED D. FRIPP, Froth Blower No. 1.
For Booklets and Regalia apply (with subscription) to:

BERT TEMPLE, A.O.F.B. No. 0, Sc.,
145, Cheapside, London, E.G.2.

IMPORTANT.—In future no Booklets can be obtained without previous settlement.
This saves time, postags, and financial forgetfulness.

Booklets written and copyrighted by B. T.
DON'T GIVE YOUR SUB. TO A STRANGER.
Make Cheques out to * A.O.F.B. No. 0.”
Telegrams: * FROTHBLOWA, CENT, LONDON."




The overlay of one of the last books to be sent out shows how the membership had slowed to a trickle, fewer than 10,000 people joining in the year up to Fripp’s death (finally arriving at the 688,000 thought to have paid their money). Bert had achieved his six figure sum by then.
   I have devoted this Newsletter exclusively to the booklets because of their fascination at the time and now. Ian or I would be pleased to hear of booklets filling gaps in our knowledge of their growth, and the money acknowledged at different times by Bert and Sir Alfred.
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Other Thoughts
Welcome to the Shrivenham Vat! 

Mixing charity with lunacy fits our version of the Froth of Friendship perfectly!

Dates for your Diary
Sat. 13th March: Visit to Mick the Hat, Pey-ton Arms, Stoke Lyne 1200 – 1500hrs r.s.v.p.
Sat. 1st May: Plaque-wetting at the Swan, Fittleworth 1230 – 1530hrs r.s.v.p.
Sat 2nd October (to accommodate my wife): 5th Annual Reunion at a London venue (Simpson’s/Rules? - £45) r.s.v.p.
