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Third Annual Reunion

   The sun always shines on Salisbury; or, at least, when the F.O.F.B.’s pay their annual visit – which, this year, has to be regarded as a triumph. 

   The Birmingham contingent – David and Joyce, Ian, and Jim the Elder (a late substitution for Jim the Younger) – arrived first, by car, and were soon joined by Chris the Bowler (to be crowned Club Champion the following day). At this point it was discovered that the Frothblowers Arms had run out of cask-conditioned ale five minutes after opening. Fortunately, I had delivered a case or two of ‘Frothblowers Ale’ - brewed and bottle-conditioned by Sadler’s Brewery of Lye, Stourbridge - some weeks [image: image3.jpg]


earlier. However, as this needs to be taken neither shaken nor stirred, some cloudiness was detected in their transparent glasses by the more discerning drinkers present. Had we used Bert’s own 1920’s tankard, leant to us by its new owners - Nigel Oxford and his sister, Alison – and brought down to Salisbury by Bert’s great-nephew, Richard (accompanied by Bert’s great-niece, Elaine), the dis-cerning might not have remarked on the opaqueness of the ale. 
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           Fortunately, Froth Blowers old and new are able to talk about things other than beer-quality (or quantity) so the small front bar of the pub was soon full of talk of the 1920’s and the 2008’s – Jim talking to John, Jill to Joyce, and all to each. 

   As weddings had robbed us of both our host, Mike – who had to attend one – and our usual discrete lunching area in the Red Lion Hotel, we found ourselves fighting for attention in a rather too public lounge. Again, we were able to make the best of it by the conviviality of the group – and the fact that the hotel did have ‘real ale’. By four o’clock the lounge had emptied, the wedding speeches were in full grandiloquence and we were able to spread ourselves. The lap-top played the alternative Froth Blowers ‘Anthem’ (‘One of the Old Froth Blowers’), artefacts appeared, and Ian distributed discs containing all the new material from our raid of the Newspaper Library and elsewhere, including many of the findings already on his FOFB site.

   Chris, Steve, Bob, Catherine and the Birmingham group said our ‘wieder-sehens’ to the rest, and repaired happily to the Wyndham Arms.

F.O.F.B.  Review

   Friends of the Froth Blowers came into being when Steve Williams of the Pub History Society put out feelers on its website for people ‘out there’ who might know something about the Ancient Order of Froth Blowers. As I had been writing a book about it over a period of about five years, I was able to fill in some of the facts as I knew them. The circulation of the book (“Of Fripp and Froth Blowers”) and the guestbook responses on the PHS site, revealed a genuine interest from a small but significant number of en-thusiasts. The fact that the Order’s membership had been so numerous as to spawn a mini-industry producing Froth Blower artefacts meant that over seventy years later they were available for purchase at auction houses, flea-markets and antique shops. In recent years eBay has made the search for such things easier – if less fun and more expensive – and it has contributed to the spread of awareness of the AOFB’s existence.
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   Three years ago Ian Brown (to the right of Steve Williams) ‘got the bug’ after reading my book. His familiarity with the mysteries of the Internet enabled him to track down an amazing amount of material concerning the AOFB and the life of its founder, Bert Temple, in particular.

 We now have a more-or-less complete

picture of the growth of the AOFB, the lives of its main actors, and its strug-gles with the Temperance Movement and with bureaucracy. Through the pages of The Sporting Times we have a weekly account of its activities from mid-1926 to late-1928, its heyday.

Where do we go from here?

   For myself – and Ian, no doubt – there is always another fact to be found and page to be written. We know little about our most local connection, the Birmingham Medal Company. We do not even know if Hal Stewart Turner was one person or two; in the article about the great Birmingham dinner, The Sporting Times reported that both Hal Turner and Stewart Turner attended. Dorothy Roper married in 1926 so should have been referred to as Dorothy Sheppard. In 1931, Bert left all his money and possessions to her, despite being survived by his parents and four siblings. Dorothy paid for memorial notices to him for over forty years, yet gave his tankard to Major Oxford in 1952 – and inscribed it to him. Perhaps Bert and Dorothy did not marry because Bert had been told by Sir Alfred in 1924 that the operation was only likely to give him a few more years of life. And so on…

   As far as meetings are concerned, of the two out-of-town venues – Salisbury and Fittleworth – only the latter has direct connections with the AOFB; I chose to go to Salisbury for the first meeting of the FOFB because Mike had named his pub, uniquely, the Frothblowers Arms. Both are a trek for the Birmingham and Peterborough contingents, and not particularly easy to get to for London FOFB’s.

   I, therefore, propose – with assur-ances to Mike that we will be back - to hold three relatively fixed meetings:

Swan, Fittleworth – last Saturday in March (moved to avoid Easter)

Birmingham (Bartons Arms) - second Saturday in September

London (Three Compasses, Hornsey) – third Saturday in November

These and others shared with the PHS.

What do you think?

