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Friends of the Froth Blowers -

Greetings!

I cannot guarantee that this will reach
Patagonia, as Bert’s booklet did, or even the out-
er islands of the Inner Hebrides, but I hope it
finds a sympathetic reader nearer to home.

All those wishing to respond and get into

print will find contact addresses below.
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YE ANCIENT ORDER OF FROTH BLOWERS
began its life on the 9th of September, 1924, when Bert
Temple promised to raise £100 for the children’s charit-
ies supported by Sir Alfred Fripp, the surgeon who had
just saved his life. With the aid of The Sporting Times
and its editor, David H. Cain, Bert raised a thousand
times more than his promise. From early in 1926,
when it ‘took off’, to late in 1929, when it all-but pet-
ered out, close to 700,000 men, women, children - and
dogs — paid their 5/- and received a booklet and silver
cufflinks ( for the men ) for their money. As members
of a local club or pub (their ‘Vat’) they were entitled to
blow froth off each other’s beer, eat beef, smoke baccy
and commit specified and unspecified crimes at their
meetings, and be fined for it — these ‘Oast box’ collec-
tions being sent to Sir Alfred, with some, eventually,
being disbursed locally. Between 1926 and 1929, Sir
Alfred attended over two hundred A.O.F.B. functions,
and these were just the more prestigious ones. Its suc-
cess attracted the attention of Parliament, and offended
the sensibilities of the Teetotallers and Abolitionsts. It
was-a peculiarly 1920’s phenomenon.
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Dave Woodhead
17 Four Oaks Rd
Sutton Coldfield
West Midlands
B74 2XP

0121 3081 515
finwood40@
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FRIENDS OF THE FROTH BLOWERS was
established in September, 2005, to record the history
of the Froth Blowers during and after their heyday,
and to track down original members and surviving art-
efacts of the Order.

For some years individuals had known of the exist-
ence of the A.O. F. B. but it was only when the Pub
History Society set up an interactive website two
years ago that the extent of the enthusiasm for Bert’s
‘Order’ was revealed.

On September 10", 2005, the inaugural meeting of
the F. O.F.B. was held in the Frothblowers pub in
Salisbury and afterwards at the Red Lion Hotel next
door — both owned by the grandson of an original
Froth Blower. .

Ten interested parties were there: eight ‘collectors’
and a Fripp grandchild with her husband. The event
was informal and informative.

However, it is hoped that this is just a beginning.

There are many potential F.O.F.B.’S out there!
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