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    FRIENDS OF THE FROTH BLOWERS

                                                                  antile Navy,  that  the idea  caught    South Seas is told with a great 

YE FROTH BLOWERS’ ANNUAL    on throughout the Empire.  At  the    relish  for  the  exotic  (non-pc) 

As I wrote in Newsletter No 7,     same time, Jack Haes of the Stock    romance:  “Over  the  West  an 

in  late-1927 Bert produced  a 14-page     Exchange  was busily recruiting a    orange-coloured full-moon was 

Annual  with  contributions from well-     further 10,000.  It only needed the   sliding into the sea”. He tells us

known Froth Blowers and many  other     Press, in the shape of  David Cain    how the ‘large, half-naked, gin-

dignitories,  writers  and  artists,  such      of  the  “Pink ‘Un”,  to spread  the   ger-haired, genial Tyneside cap-
as  Sybil  Thorndike and  Mabel Lucie     word, for the snowball to grow in-    tain’  sang  this  song to ‘a con-
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 to an avalanche.                                 glomeration of  excited, nearly-

      I repeat  all  this ‘history’ to put   nude natives of every colour  in 

 the record straight about the impor-  the  world’  while  playing  faro 

 tance of each element, the numbers  with  all-comers,  the  song  sig-

 involved, and the order of events.     nalling the end of the evening’s

          Fripp goes on to say  the card   entertainment –  a rather incon-

 was soon  replaced  by the booklet,   gruous  juxtaposition of the ex-

 ‘containing a very ludicrous sympo-  otic scenario with the scout-camp
  sium of rules, suggestions, instruct-  words,  “the more we are together
  ions and “spoofs”  …  causing sad   the merrier we’ll be”; one more

  havoc  in  the  minds  of those who  example of Bert’s fertile  imag-   

  came into  this  weary  world  with  ination and delight in whimsy.

  a stunted sense of humour’.                 *     *     *     *     *     *     *


He repeats  his  letter  to the   To all Fairy Belles and Blowers
  Observer in which  he counters in-   in all parts of the World

  accuracies contained  in a letter of    by the Gentle Zephyr
  a previous issue;  particularly that,     This was a letter of thanks and

  far  from  being  a  heavy-drinking    Christmas  greeting  from  Mrs

                                                                   fraternity, the Order was primarily    Richard Sheppard, still signing

Attwell.                                                      a charitable one, with many teetot-    herself ‘Dorothy Roper’ a year 


Fortunately for the F.O.F.B., an    al members.                                        and  a  half  after her marriage. 

original  example  of this work is in the             The letter informs hostile and   Her picture, sitting on a wall by
possession of the Host of the  Red Lion,   other  readers  that  the  AOFB had    the  sea,  was  on  the opposite 
so,  through his kindness in lending it to   offered  to  pay  the £2,000 rent for    page.   

me, I am able to share  some of  its won-   Carnegie House  –  a place devoted      *     *     *     *     *     *     *
ders with you.                                             to the  coordination of  the work of    Queer Clubs and Clubmen
Why I Am A Froth Blower                      the more traditional charititable or-    by David H Cain
by Sir Alfred Fripp                                  ganisations  –  for five years, and if       The editor of the ‘Pink ‘Un’

        In a long article, and the first in the    none of them were prepared to find    displays  an historians know-

Annual,  Sir  Alfred outlines  the  whole    the money then the AOFB’s ‘ beer-.   ledge  of  the  various curious

story and refutes the arguments put for-     money’ would have to do.                   fraternities of the  past:  such 

ward by  the Order’s  attackers.  He des-        He finishes by saying things like    as the Little Club for men un- 

cribes Bert’s surgery as ‘a really serious    ‘more harm  to the individual arises    der  five  feet  in  height;  the 

abdominal operation’.  The £100 was to    from  overeating than overdrinking’    Mohocks, a group of dissolute
be  raised  by ‘issuing a humorous card’    … ‘if a man likes  his  glass of beer,   young men who  roamed  the

and that  ‘every article needed by Froth     why should he not have it?’ … ‘ser-   streets playing vicious pranks

Blowers  should  be  made in Britain by    vice  for others,  and  not  self, is the   on passers-by;  and the Mug-

Britons,  and  as  far  as  possible by ex-    great goal to aim for’  -  and, finally,   house  Club  who  drank   ale 

Service, preferably disabled, men’.            ‘I am proud to be Froth Blower No. 1’   out  of  their mugs while a harp
        ‘The idea caught on slowly at first’        *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *       was played.  Their  member-

and it was through  the  efforts  of  Cap-    The Origin of the A O F B Anthem   was  so  politically powerful

tain Clarence Moss, in recruiting 10,000    by Bert Temple Froth Blower No. 0  that  it  apparently led to the

officers and men of the Royal and Merc-       The full story of Bert’s time in the    Mughouse Riots of 1722.
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Swan, Fittleworth
    I have recently purchased a framed Vanity Fair portrait of Fripp by Spy, which is to be part of a display on the walls of the Swan. It is my intention to inaugurate this memorial to the A.O.F.B. in Spring, 2008. For a variety of reasons it is not possible to be precise at the moment as to date and time, but I think that some-where near the second anniversary of the placing of Camra’s commemorative plaque by the Swan’s main entrance would be appropriate. The last Saturday in March suggests itself. I would hope to get the local paper and local Camra interested in attending. Paul, the landlord, and Nigel, his highly competent manager, have agreed to place Fripp’s portrait alongside a framed group of ,say, twelve A O F B mini-pictures – of the type they use to display the some of the artistic contents of their wonderful Visitors’ Books (currently being re-bound). I would like to think that lunch-time on Saturday 29th, March, 2008 might be regarded by devoted FOFB’s as a Frothblower Day.

                  Your devoted Chairman – David L Woodhead, Esq.                                          November 2007
