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Surviving Provincial Vats
Those FOFB’s who have been following AOFB research undertaken by eccentric members dedicated to such things, will know that about five years ago Steve Wilson reported on his findings concerning extinct and extant Vats in London and Brighton. Steve is one of a number of individuals whose interest in the Froth Blowers pre-dated any publication of mine. Although I owned a copy of Bert’s booklet in 1995, I did not start my research until about 2000 and did not circulate my findings until early-2005 – in the form of 20 yellow-covered, warts-and-all copies of “Of Fripp and Froth Blowers”. I have since sold around 200 more (blue-covered).
When Ian the Webmaster was ready to publish a list of all known Vats, I had put the information for about 90% of these on to a database so I have been able to locate a handful of non-London pubs that were Vats of the AOFB and are in the most recent Good Beer Guides. Perhaps, if they are local to you, you could look them up and report back.

1.   Sun Hotel: Coniston (Walna Scar road), Cumbria – Blower A. S. T. King. 

Now, close to the Coniston Brewery (behind their pub in the village, the Black Bull Inn) and serving its Bluebird Bitter (3.6%) and seven other, mainly local, cask ales.
2.   Elm Hotel: Leigh-on-Sea (London Rd), Essex – Grand Typhoon Berry Hope (of the Teddy Toy Company).

Now, the Elms – owned by Wetherspoons, with 8 a.m. opening; two local ales + others.

3.   Westbourne Hotel: Swansea (Brynymor Rd), Glamorgan – Blaster E. Selwyn Rendell

Now, the Westbourne – four cask ales, some chosen by the customers.
4.   Barley Mow: Southsea (Castle Rd), Hants. – Blaster R. Mees

Stocks London Pride and five guest ales.
5.  Bell: Frittenden (Biddenden Rd), Kent – Blower D. Bearsby

Now, the Bell & Jorrocks, with Harveys Sussex Bitter and three or four others.
6. Fleur de Lis: Sandwich (Delf St), Kent – Blaster Hibbert

In the 2011 GBG as selling Badger K&B Sussex Bitter and a couple of others.

7. Vine Inn: Tenterden (High St), Kent – Blower G. Prior

In the 2011 GBG – a Shepherd Neame pub for the last 90 years.

8. Victoria Hotel: Beeston (Dovecote Lane) – Blower Wm. Smith

‘Gem’ of a pub, with the wonderful Castle Rock Harvest Pale (3.8%) and 13 other cask ales.
9.  British Oak: Burton upon Trent (Byrkley St), Staffs – Blower R. W. Burrows

Now, the Old Cottage Tavern and the brewery tap for Old Cottage beers – ask for their Stout, at 4.7% one of the best of its type.

10.  Red Lion: Doncaster (Market Place), S. Yorks. – Blaster M. Y. McCloskey

Now, a Wetherspoons pub - 8 a.m. opening and with 7 cask ales.

As Bert did not always give the road name, I am just hoping they were all once Vats.
THE FRIENDS OF THE FROTH BLOWERS’ AND THE PUB HISTORY SOCIETY’S JOINT CELEBRATION

BRUM TRUDGE III – Chairman’s Birthday Bash: Saturday 17th March, 2012 – 12:00hrs to 18:30hrs

  The only AOFB Vat in the centre of Birmingham was the Midland Hotel, where a grand and successful Dinner was held in early-1927. This has now become the Burlington Hotel, but is still on the same site (by Waterstone’s Bookshop on New Street). We are starting at the top of New Street.
  Leave New Street Station by the back entrance, cross the road and walk up Pinfold Street towards Victoria Square. On the right you will find a ‘Bar’. This is a new venture for Nigel (from the Wellington), serving four or five ales and a multiplicity of bottled Belgian beers (for those who like alcoholic carbon dioxide in liquid form). Diving down the steps, you will find our stating point -

1.   12:00 – 12:30hrs: the Post Office Vaults 0121 643 7354

Walking down Hill Street, across the Queensway and into Hurst Street, opposite the Hippodrome Theatre and the Inge Street National Trust back-to-backs, is –

2.  12:45 – 1315hrs: the Old Fox 0121 622 5080 (saved from demolition when The Arcadian was built, only to be threatened with closure when an off-duty bouncer killed a middle-aged opera-goer in an act of mindless violence)

Walking to the bottom of Hurst Street (looking left to my mother’s birthplace in Gooch Street), crossing Sherlock Street and turning left into MacDonald Street, we come to Barford Street and find -

3.  13:30 – 14:00hrs: the Lamp 0121 688 1220 (the first pub to break the M&B/Ansells’ stranglehold on Birmingham pubs and their choice of beers – circa 1980 – selling Exmoor Gold and Stag early in that brewery’s life. Then run by the aptly-named Roger, now by the archetypal Irish landlord, Eddie)

Walking on up MacDonald Street (passing my grandfather’s birthplace in Adelaide Street) into Alcester Street and crossing Bradford Street, we come to –

4.  14:30 – 15:00hrs: the Spotted Dog 0121 772 3822 (a possessor of a rather surprising roofed-in garden)

Carrying on and crossing the High Street, Deritend, we arrive at – 

5.  15:15 – 15:45hrs: the Crown 0121 248 1368 (as one of the pubs claiming to be the oldest in the Midlands, if not England, it is worth a visit, although its choice of beers is unexciting)

Re-crossing the High St, into Birchall Street, on the Bradford Street corner is –

6.  16:00 – 16:30hrs: the White Swan 0121 622 2586 (a Victorian gem where Agnes has been in charge since 1969 – unfortunately “Unspoilt by progress; spoilt by Banks’s”. Gone are the days when Agnes’ brother, Peter, poured the Ansell’s Mild as if it was Dublin Guinness – before Diageo ruined that – so that, having waited for it, its creamy head was capable of sustaining a shamrock-shaped pattern)

Sauntering down the road to –

7.  16:45 – 17:15hrs: the Anchor 0121 622 4516 (an Ansell’s pub that bit-by-bit, through the 1990’s, added one more guest to its list until it became the premier real-ale pub in Birmingham. Now it has to compete with others, and has lost out to the Wellington, in particular)

Returning to the town centre via the Bullring Shopping Centre, past the Burlington Hotel, and up New Street into Bennetts Hill and, passing the blue-plaqued birthplace of the Pre-Raphaelite painter, Edward Burne-Jones, on the right we come to –

8.  17:45 – 18:30hrs: the Wellington 0121 200 3115 (one of about fifteen Black Country Brewery pubs opened in the Midlands in the last six or seven years – and a trail-blazer)

So “the more we are, the merrier we’ll be” and that might lead to “The More We Are Together, the Merrier We’ll Be” – who knows?

Finally, I do not need reminding of my 72nd birthday!                             
                                                            LUBRICATION IN MODERATION
                                                                                                                              Dave Woodhead – (mob.) 07963 986815
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