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     From The Sporting Times 
 To become a member of the PINK ‘UN Vat, or Lodge, of the A.O.F.B., and receive four benefits-(1) knowing that you become a life-member of the world’s cheeriest Order; (2) knowing that you are subscribing towards the world’s cheeriest charity; (3) receiving the insignia of the Order, a pair of silver and enamel cuff-links; (4) receiving the screamingly amusing Book of Ritual of the Order - all 
you have to do is send just Five Bob  and  your name and  

address to: The Editor, THE SPORTING TIMES, 20, Bury Street, St. James’s, London, S.W.1.

                                   *         *         *

 Lots of the gentler sex prefer something more … euphonistic than Froth Blowers, and so the sister order of “Ye Ancient Order of Fairy Belles” has been created … the good ladies may still become Froth Blowers if they desire and say so at the time of joining.

(“Angelic” came later!)
                                    *         *         *

 The PINK ‘UN Vat holds its inaugural dinner at Simpson’s in the Strand this Friday evening, with Sir Alfred Fripp and Bert Temple as guests of honour. The gathering will include representatives of all Bohemian and cheery interests in London, and a large percentage present will be Tornadoes and Blasters.

                                     *         *         *

 One of the finest attractions yet devised has been arranged to take place at The Kursaal, Southend-on-Sea, this Friday evening, on the occasion of the New Year’s Eve Skating and Dancing Carnival … when the last stroke of midnight has died down, a happy, fairy-like “Miss 1927” will emerge from a great frothing tankard … and the A.O.F.B. Anthem will be sung by the A.O.F.B. Com-munity Singers.

                                       *         *         *

  The Johnsonian Club, tucked away in New Street Square, … is one of the cosiest Bohemian clubs … and a mecca of Froth Blowers.
                                        *         *         *

  No public gathering today seems complete without the lusty singing of the Froth Blowers’ Anthem, which is being regarded by our attachments on the way to China as the “Tipperary” of the Great War; (and) at football matches – as witness the rousing welcome given to Sir Alfred Fripp on the West Ham Football Club’s ground last week-end.
                                          *         *         *

Presentations of knives, as gifts from the Sheffield Vats,
were then made … and each bore appropriate inscriptions and names, the recipient being the G.H., who accepted those made for Sir Alfred Fripp, Lady Fripp, Bert Temple (and) The Gentle Zephyr.
                                 *         *         *

  In a great measure the outstanding success of the inauguration of the Midland Vat was due to the splendid chairmanship of Blower P. J. Hannon, M. P., the Con-servative member for the Moseley Division … Among the principal members of the A.O.F.B. were … Grand Typhoon Stewart Turner, Monsoon Frank Swain (originator of the Vat), Monsoon Hal Turner (and) Monsoon Bert Ansell.
                                  *         *         *

 One of the newest members of THE PINK ‘UN Vat is His Highness the Sultan of Perak (whose secretary wrote):     
“Although His Highness’s religion does not permit his drinking beer, he does not see why he should not be a perfectly good ‘Blower of Froth’ from my beer or the beer of anyone who should drink in his presence.”

                                   *         *         *

 George W. Meyer … has just run off a cheerful lyric with the title “The Dixie Froth Blowers.”
                                    *         *         *

Tristan da Cunha, the loneliest spot in the world, has been registered as a vat … Send off a cheery note … to the Rev. Pooley, Tristan da Cunha. The mail only goes once every six months, but send now or you will forget.

                                     *         *         *

 A Blower medico … asked Bert for a pair of links and a bracelet … as he was not exactly an infallible machine for sex determination. Bert … suggested the medico should take with him three pairs of links and three bracelets in case of surprises, but it turned out, to use the word of a Scot who paid for his own whisky, to be “a single.” It was a wee lad, and he was invested two minutes after his birth. So, believe us, when we say he is the youngest of the young. Also – this competition has now entirely and definitely ceased!
                                       *         *         *
 One of the most important A.O.F.B. engagements during the coming week will be the inaugural dinner and dance of the Venus Vat, the first women’s Vat to be formed and registered in the Order. Sir Alfred and Lady Fripp, Blaster Betty Fripp, the Gentle Zephyr, the Welcome Breeze, and Bert Temple’s mother and sister, both of whom hold special rank in the Fairy Belle section, will be present.

                                         *         *         *

 No firm is allowed to supply any article to the A.O.F.B. unless it is under the discharged sailors and soldiers em-ployment scheme.

                                      *         *         *

  During the evening the Chairman (Monsoon Oliver) turned auctioneer for the purpose of disposing of Book of Ritual No. 250,000 to the highest bidder. It was knocked down for £33, but … presented again, and this time it went to Major Maitland for the lucky sum of £13.
                                       *         *         *

 One of the amusing features of last Saturday’s cup-tie at Highbury between Arsenal and Wolverhampton was the appearance on the ground of a mammoth A.O.F.B. toy mascot, which was brought by one of the home supporters. It certainly proved lucky for the Wolves suffered a 2-1 defeat.
                                       *         *         *

The more we are together will be the slogan on Thursday afternoon, April 7, at Upton Park, when West Ham United Football Team meet Sir Alfred Fripp’s eleven at 3.30 p.m. sharp. Froth Blower No. 1 will kick off for his side, who on this occasion will be captained by the founder of the Cheeriest Order in the World, Mr. Bert Temple, who will play centre-forward.
 Jack Hobbs, the world’s most popular cricketer, will have charge of the game, in which many well-known “stars” will be shining, amongst them Billy Merson and “My Son John”, Harry Tate and Company, and Nelson Keys … The great sporting Howard Baker, the Corinthian goalie, … vacates his usual place in favour of the greatest goalie in the world (in size), Tubby Phillips, who scales around 30 stone.

                                      *         *         *

 On arriving at Southend, Sir Alfred Fripp, Bert Temple, the Cloudburst, and the whole party of A.O.F.B. senior officers … were met by the Mayor, the Deputy-Mayor, Alderman Martin, Alderman F. Brittain, and Mr. Elliot G. Fletcher, J.P., and the whole party toured the town in cars, led by the Mayor’s.
                                       *         *         *

  This heart hospital is set upon a hill, in nine acres of ground, and amid beautiful surroundings, that are protected for ever.

                                       *         *         *

 The tree planted by Bert Temple … has grown and bids fair to flourish for ever.

                                       *         *         *

 Bert Temple … gave his definition of an “optimist.” An optimist, he said, is a Blower who goes to a temperance meeting with his A.O.F.B. cuff-links on!

                                       *         *         *

 The whole of the South Coast was represented at the delightful and most successful dance arranged by Monsoon Oliver at the Fittleworth No.0 Vat. No.0 and the Cloudburst were among the hundred or so present, and the village green was choc-a-bloc with cars flying the A.O.F.B. pennant.
                                   *         *         *

 The A.O.F.B. football match at the Boleyn Castle ground … gave great pleasure to a crowd of twenty thousand spectators, including thousands of poor children … Congratulations to Master R.C. Fripp, the prolific goal-getter!

                                    *         *         *

 Driver Job Draine, V.C., was enrolled as a Blower during the evening.
                                    *         *         *

 Mr. W. Reynolds, the Eastbourne magistrate, … is reported to have said that it was time the A.O.F.B. dropped the question of charity, and … that the dance was arranged to get extra hours, and people went not for charity, but for additional pleasure.

                                    *         *         *

 300 kiddies from Shoreditch … (in a) cavalcade consisting of 60 cars gaily decorated with flags and bunting …  entered the town (of Hove), where every mother’s son and daughter, their fathers, mothers, sisters and brothers … turned out to give us welcome and we entered the town slowly behind a tuneful band to meet the Mayor who gave us a rousing reception.
                                    *         *         *

These are just a few snippets from the first nine months of The Sporting Times’ coverage of the A.O.F.B. – more later (“Less! Less!” I hear you cry).
Pub History Society
26th Feb: Notting Hill Pub Tour – led by David Muggleton, PHS/FOFB
16th April: How to Discover the History of your Local Pub – at Bexley Local Studies & Archives Centre – guided by Jim Packer PHS/FOFB
(see PHS website Diary)

Copy requested by Editors of Newsletters: write a piece for F.O.F.B. Newsletter No. 22 (by end of March) and send to me; or for the PHS Newsletter and sent to Chris Murray (a.s.a.p.)
F.O.F.B. Diary
At the moment, I am unable to make firm dates for 2011. Here are some very probable ones:
30th April: Lunch at the Swan, Fittleworth.

25th June: Outing to Vats in Shrivenham and Stoke Lyne
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1st October: 5th Annual Reunion Lunch - possibly at the Red Lion, Brightwell-cum-Sotwell.
I would be grateful if all FOFB’s who might be interested in any, or all, of these events could let me know early - to book tables.          
Dave the Chain                       finwood40@btinternet.com
