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F.O.F.B.

The Official Song of the Ancient Order of Froth Blowers
THE MORE WE ARE TOGETHER

Here’s a little melody

Will make you feel O.K.

Just the thing you all should sing

To finish up the day.

When the party’s over

And you’re saying “au revoir,”

All join hands and sing it,

Just before you close the door.
Chorus
The more we are together, together, together,
Oh! the more we are together
The merrier we’ll be.
For yowfriends are my friends
And my friends are your friends,
So, the more we are together,
The merrier we’ll be.

When you're feeling thirsty and

The froth you want to blow,

Sing this little anthem

Raise your voices all you know.

Never be down-hearted,

Face your troubles with a smile,

Hum this chorus heartily

And life will be worthwhile.

Chorus

The more we are together, together, together,
Oh! the more we are together
The merrier we’ll be.
For you friends are my friends
And my friends are your friends,
So, the more we are together,
The merrier we’ll be.

Specially written and composed by
[rvin King
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The Sporting Times reported that Bert’s own local was the Swan Inn, Fittleworth,

Surrey — south of Godalming. Accordingly, I got in touch with the present owner,
Paul Warriner, who said that the inn had on display Visitors’ Books dating back over
one hundred years. As I had to drive my wife to London one day in July, and had a
few hours to spare, I took the opportunity to visit the Swan. Although the landlord
was not there the books were. 1 found two visits by the ‘inner circle’ of the A.O.F B.
recorded - a fishing trip and one of the annual dances (which was followed the next
day with more fishing).

The first A.O.F.B. dance at No. 0 Vat was held in December of 1926:

“The Swan Hotel, Fittleworth, a quaint old hostelry of 500 years’ existence, was
the scene of A.O.F.B. festivities on Saturday, December 11. On giving the password,
“Ask Oliver For Beer”, Tomado Oliver, host of the inn, welcomed over 90 A.Q.F.B.
dancers. Bert Temple, No. O, was the first to ask for beer, and also led the dancing
with Miss Miller (the fair hostess and senior Fairy Belle).

Brighton, Chichester, Petersfield, Bognor and Horsham rallied in Rolls-Royce and
Ford van, and a happier meeting of A.O.F.B.’s has not yet occurred. For a village of
600 souls, the amount raised was marvellous. Twenty-two pounds goes to the Wee
Waifs’ Fund. Torado Oliver paid all expenses himself, and provided a sumptuous
spread for the Belles and Blowers, for which charitable action he is to be congrat-
ulated.” - y

The fishing trip was from the 28" of March to the 2™ of April in 1927:

‘Arrived “All-out”, Anaemic, Anxious.

‘Bliver Ordered )

Fittleworth Fare. Feast Fumnished,”

Frefuent Fugl, Foaming FROT,
(and Fines For Fripp).
Blowers Better, Breathing Blessings,
Bodies Buoyant, Brighter Brains.
(Bravo Ber).” ‘
This is the only entry for the 5-night stay, so perhaps it was merely a drinking trip.

Another dance was held on February the 3", 1928 — by which time the inn is one
hundred years older:

“A six-hundred-year-old inn, replete with most wonderful beams, a swinging sign
across the main road of the pretty little village, full of rustic beauty — and there you
have the setting of the Swan Inn, Fittleworth, Sussex (Host: Monsoon H. Thorp
Oliver), which is Bert Temple’s very own “No. 0 personal Vat.

Last week-end the village was all agog with excitement, for on Friday evening an
A.O.F.B. dance was the great event, and Bert Temple had brought with him Cloud-
byrst Jack Haes, Grand Hurricane David Cain, Gentle Zephyr Dorothy Roper, Wel-
come Breeze Gladys Roper, the ED.C. (Enforcer of Dud Cheques), Grand Typhoon
and Almoner Stewart Turner, Grand Overseas Scrounger, Monsoon Mrs. Corbett,
Tomnado Mrs. Cain, Tornado Mrs. Rogerson and lots of other enthusiasts to trip the
light fantastic.”

That night £35 4s Od was raised for children’s charities, two-thirds of which —
£23 9s 4d — was reserved for disbursement locally. The next day, in ‘hurricane’
weather, Monsoon Oliver and No.0 went fishing and retumed with a 14lb pike,
putting to shame Grand Typhoon Hope’s five-pounder (“whitebait’ according to Bert).
However, ‘a fine for the Oast Box is certain to be the final verdict!®

D.L. Woodhead finwood40@btinternet.com
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Midland Vats

1. Midland Hotel
2. Unity Club
3. Theatre Royal
4. White Lion Hotel
5. Royal Oak Hotel
6. Eagle Vaults
7. Redditch
8. Shakespeare Hostelry
9. Brunswick Club
10. Cup Inn
11. Horse & Jockey
12. Vine Hotel
13. Brine Baths Hotel
14. Cape of Good Hope
15. Old House at Home
16. Ye Olde Red Lion
17. Kings Head
18. Bath Hotel
19. New Inn
20. Wellington
21. Burton Military Club
22. Upper Grounds Hotel
23. Bedworth British Legion
24. King William IV
25. Kings Arms
26. Red Horse Hotel
27. Seven Stars Hotel
28. Golden Eagle
29, Lion Hotel
30. Castle
31. Three Horseshoes Hotel
32. Hearsall
33. Kings Arms Hotel
34. Ex-Sevice Men’s Club
35. New Inn
36. Coach & Horses
37. White Lion
38. Golden Cross Hotel

Birmingham Monsoon Swain
Birchfield Blower Peters
Smethwick Tornado Goodman
Coventry (Gosford Green) Blower Finsom
Tipton Blower Tiny
Stourbridge Blower Phillips
Redditch (Ivor Road) Blower Croxall
Stratford-u-Aven Blower Higgins
Moseley Blaster Linell
Sutton Coldfield (‘Hon. Sec.”)
Darlaston Blower Small
Wolverhampton Blaster Dodd
Droitwich Blower Culley

Birmingham (Cape Hill) Blower Moore
Birmingham (Harborne) Blaster Calver
Birmingham (Kings Heath) Biower Elcock
Birmingham (Hagley Rd) Blaster Stephens
Leamington Spa Blaster Davis
Birmingham Blaster Brown
Birmingham (Bristol St) - Blaster Coske

Burton-y-Trent Blaster Johnson
Birmingham (Aston) Blaster Pittaway
Bedworth Blower Ashman
Nuneaton (Coton Rd) Blower Clarke
Sutton Coldfield Blower Boycott
Stratford-u-Avon
Kidderminster Blower Gillman
Birmingham (Warley) Blaster Smith
Kidderminster Blaster Round
Dudley Blower Hicks
Rugby H. Whittenden
Coventry (Craven St) Biaster Pendsell
Birmingham (Kings Heath) Blaster Laight
Walsall (Vicarage PI) Blower Divitt

Coventry ( Stoke Green) Blaster Blocley
Birmingham (Balsall Heath) Blaster Linell
Birmingham ( Horse Fair ) Blower Oliver
Bromsgrove Blower Gadsley
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DO YOU GOLLOP YOUR
BEER WITH ZEST .

If so! You wre wnanimounsiy elected a Member of

Ye Ancient Order of

Froth Blowers

REGD,

Life Mombership 5 - weith il the privileges of the propased chib
fanese. including the twse of carkscrewes, saedust, note and offier
paper, sifoer cujf-links, ete.

HIS ANCIENT GUILD (Cirea 1924} exivis (o foster the
noble Art and gentie and healthy Pustime of 'ROTH
BLOWING amongst Gentlemen-of-Leisure and Ex-Soldiers
After payment of Subscription you will be Pormitied to Blow
Froth off your own beer, other members beer, and oceasional
off non-members’ beer, provided that they are not looking or
are of @ peaceful disposition.

alege —— INMAMUNITY FROAM ARREST

Spacial Pr

The Meirapolitan Palice have been coquested 5ot <o arrest, unnoy,
or apprehend any member under or over the influence of roth,
should the said member be wearing the-A,Q.F.B. cuff links at the
time of the debauch .

*DRINKS ROUND ¥
If nut wearing A.OF.B. Links when chullenged.
This ok and contents are soriten and copvrighted by Berr Templ,

ANG PRINTED (N GHEAT BRITAIN

Ye Ancient Orders and Rules for

VATS

The wwond 8 U8 will b wsed hor diseriminating the Gutherines, Meeting Places

wend Huwnts of LOF RS

These Rutes will be Usually Observed
at all Vats and Faemal Gatherings o
Froth Blowers, i
ally altered or added 10 in order 10 camply
with lacal conditions at the diseretian of

They may be substa

the Senior Blawers in charge.

The assembled Blowers will take their
seats at the Festive Busrd according 1o
their rank or buoklet aumber ; the higher
et the distance frony

The Senior Blawer (or higher rank) will

then inspect his imamediate surraundings,

making sure that he iy anply equipped
with tankaeds (full), 2 paviar's beetle o
ville-snonker, eash or onst bex, cork

b screw, hooklet, pennant and

serew,d
sther Froth Blower's implements deemed
ity and oeder.
ed ol
tankards ur glasses st be filled.

wecesiary lo preserve di

Befare any cexemony is vern

1. After all are seated the 5.B. wil)
appuint 2 hefty sub-assistant vice-gareler

wio will create silence when necessary.

NoR teascor

Airyetlike datn sitence hnvisg been obtained, the SB. will give the

SHOOT YOUR LINEN, BLOWERS !

Al Blowers will thea jerk both arm ta the table, to theie immediate front, and
2t the soouc time using suflicient encrgy 1o fully cxposs BOTH coff links e
S.B. will inspect the culfa of his neighbaue on l then
be carried out awtomatically round the table.
reported and the defaulicr to wtand wp ta receive sentence.

3. PENALTIES.
the opiaion of the
present, o suitable

beer served i
cups consmmed.

For 1otal abaence of hoth Links o yound of drinks, or

B. such penalty be excersive owing 10 the aumber of Bluwers

ay be placed in the oust box. The defaulter slvo shall
an ege-cop for onc hour precisely. No limit to nnber af

Fox the abseace of one Jink only, the defaulting Blawer shall sing the Blaver's
Antliem, at once, by himself, without accompuniment and in an audible manner,
with the offending cuff beld'above his head. The Blowers present will precesos
4 contemptuons wlence. Broken links if complete not fo be penalised.

Yathe event of n Senior Blower-in-Charge, or higher rank if present, belng found

Incking she two complete links, he must pay for » complste round of drimke (or
suitable finc) and sing the Blower's Anthem lo o complete stranger over the elo.
phane. The telephonc number shall be determined by the Sub.Asantant

Gargler, wha will jab 2 corkeerow into the telephant book for piir
Han. Should the senior only pussess ane complete link he shal
fine. This fine ta be doubled shauld
He nt cetive fo a brief space of timi is trousers,
£eat. collar and tie, back fo front and vice-versa. Alter zeneral inspection e 1oy
viihout tuen.” The asseinbled Blawers meanwhile asuming & blacphemans

Thr above penalties to he cantidered as the punishmeat for grave irrepulari
Other punislunents of  more flippant and humoreus nature will be 16/t to
discrstiun of the S.B. All Blowers peesent will probably suggeat ofher sitable
venslties for Tesser crimes.

mpleted he tanst of the ev
rder of Frath Blowers* will by
and conduct the **F.B.'s Anthem.

Atter Jiak inspection and penalties are
v Alfred and Fripp and Ye Ancient
nounced.  The $.B. will then ™ Try the Pipes

5. General business, garpling and mutunl vecriminations will then commence

sandwiched with sougs, fights and diversions generally.

ol Anthem will absalutely terminate the procesdings. Auy
ipating in same Lo be deprived of his links and bosklet and his
i in fathings, stamps, {ranes, <. with suitable campound

7. Badges of vauk will uf uif tim,

excuse absence of links.

8. The Subseription s for Life Membership and further subs will not be expected,
Fincs and donatians may be garnered at the diacretion of  Yai ' members 3
unanimously akreed upon,

B s s Bews

fur Tato attendance, carly retivement, extreme silonce

the fat. breaking furnitre, upsetting perdectly gaud
ucking bread, corks or pianos at the S.B., vnging the
or pathetic monner, and 21l other breaches of locul
etinuette according to indisidual val arrangesacats,

10 The Oust Box when Full ar (at the diseretion of the S.B.) of & surm suitable
for Blawer No. 1 (Six Alfred Fripp) ta personally acknowiedye, should be con
tly forwarded to No. 1, with the Vats groetings.

1. Auy commumist, mnvderer, welshee, conscientious objector ar other verimin
eshue 1 be fustantly ejected and u dose af Veramon (Dimeily.

hyinyeazolundicthylmalonylucen) forcibly sdministered.

T2, New msembers, nwaiting defivery of regalia, ete., uot o be lortored,

LUBRICATION IN MODERATION
the praud possessor of a f-man pawer internal cambustion engine,
the fucl and don't Inbricate from the pump. Remember swhnt over
to your motor. Overlieated and strnincd enrine, sticky valvea
tle. dirty contacts, siack cantrol, unsightly body and keeral lnss of

nd trusiworthiness. The British buman motor Yeuuires regulay
Jeauomable Iebrication and Britiah Heer in moderation 5s the best fox Britrls

USE PROPER LUBRICANTS,

Hops are fruits of the sarth and nre Natuge's geavine tibute to the I
eupiic. Spinits ave not compazable fa Beer, but are uselal for tnissing e
cuats of Stomichs, fivers and other sitals,

1 will corrods the works amd & 1woderate wae of 0
at cncines.

ER FOR BRITONS,

Exeesive uee of i
omdy e

LOCAL CHARITIES - SPECIAL.

When desivable Provincial Vats way altocate up to twa:thirds of the contents
of the Oast Box to very deserving and urgent Local Charities, but the sanction of
H.Q. shauld be requested us o matter of form and out of courlesy to the oriin of
the Ancient Order.

Ozt Box contenis to bie sent direct to Sir Alred Fripg, K.C.Y.0., 13 Portland
Place. London, W
The auestion of having an Aunual Subseription crops up sa frequcntly that it is
nt out (hat this would be contrary ta the contract made with 31l
ieining Ihe A.O.FB. Members desiriog ta suitably acknowledre
AOFB.

o The A-OF.B. xi yearly or other repular intervals are cordinlly
invited To ul Their {ribot nenrest Oast Hox {ns er Vat nddresses in this
bugkicr).” T #very Onst Box goes, ke every other donati

which i+ received, to “olid, withoyt any deduction whatever.

BT. No. 0. AOFH.
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